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custom of limiting to a single year the tenure of the king's
office and life. The custom is thus described by Canon
Roscoe. " At or about the time of year when the king had
been buried, the reigning king told Bamuroga x to prepare a
feast for the departed king. Bamuroga chose a poor man
of the Babito clan to impersonate the dead king, and the
man so chosen lived in regal state in the king's tomb and was
called by the name of the monarch he represented, for he
was said to be the old king revived. He lived in the tomb,
was feasted and honoured, and had full use of the women
of the tomb, the widows of the old king. The king sent
him presents and he sent his blessing to the king, the country,
and the cattle. He distributed gifts of cows belonging to
the king as he pleased, and for eight days lived like a king.
When the ninth day came he was taken away to the back of
the tomb and strangled, and no one heard anything more
about him. This was an annual ceremony.'1 2 It seems
probable that this mock king who held office for eight days
every year was a substitute for the king himself, who thus
died every year in the person of his deputy. In earlier times
the king may have had no choice but to die every year in
his own person, at the end of a brief reign of a single
year.

Again, in Southern Nigeria, " among the Eket a faint
tradition yet lingers of * a priest who slew the slayer and
must himself be slain.' This came to our knowledge through
the following story, told, with slight variations, by two well-
known Ibibio :

" t In the olden time, far away from here, there dwelt
a people called Ikot Ako Anyan. The last name was given
them because they worshipped the great Juju ' Anyan.'

" * Every year, at the time when the yam vines first
clothe their poles with green, the people of Ikot Ako used
to come down into the Ibibio country, and ask that an old
chief might be delivered over to them, to become priest of
their Juju until the same season came round again. When

^ one of the two chiefs     126 $q,    Compare J    Roscoe,   The
appointed to take charge of the royal     Soul  of   Central   Africa   (London,
tomb.                                                      1922), p. 202.
* J.   Roscoe,   The   Bakitara,   pp.